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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW RETURNS HOME 

1. VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR TO THE SOVIET UNION, EGULO 
BUR ELI I RIVAS, HASTILY RETURNED TO CARACAS IN EARLY 
JUNE AMID RUMORS OF A SERIOUS RIFT BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS. SENATIONALIST DAILY EL MUNDO HEADLINED A 
STORY ALLEGING SOVIET SNOOPING INTO VENEZUELAN DIPLOMATIC 
POUCHES, SUGGESTING THE GOV HAD RECALLED BUR FT LI AND WAS 
CONSIDERING BREAKING RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. ANOTHER, 

MORE RESPONSIBLE, PAPER REPORTED THAT BIJRRLLT'S RECALL 

WAS DUE TO UNELABORATED SOVIET CHARGES OF HIS "UNDIPLOMATIC 
CONDUCT." IN THE MIDST OF ALL THIS FLAP, SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
TO VENEZUELA, VLADIMIR KAZIMIROV, IS OUT OE TOWN ON 
LEAVE, ADDING EUEL TO SPECULATION OF MUTUAL FROSTINESS. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER CONSAVLI HAS LABELLED THE EL MUNDO 
STORY AS "UNFOUNDED" AND A "LIE." TWO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFEICIALS HAVE TOLD US THAT BURELLI WAS OVERDUE FOR 
TRANSFER AFTER EIGHT YEARS IN MOSCOW, AND THAT THE RECALL 

WAS EXTRAORDINARY ONLY BECAUSE OF ITS SPEED. THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND PRESIDENT PEREZ HAVE BOTH STRESSED PUBLICLY 
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THAT THE RECALL WAS NORMAL. FURTHER, THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
TAKES LEAVE EVERY SUMMER. FINALLY, ONE NEWSPAPER COLUMN 
ON JUNE 16 STATES BURELLI WILL BE SENT AS AMBASSADOR TO 
THE PRC. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE THE DENIALS, IT IS A EACT THAT THE 
SOVIET EMBASSY COMPLIANED TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ABOUT 
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BURELLI. DIFFERENT SOURCES CITE AS MANY REASONS FOR 
THE COMPLAINT, E.G., BAD PEREZ-BREZHNEV MEETING DURING 
PEREZ' VISIT TO MOSCOW AND BURELLI'S CRITICISM OF THE 
SOVIET SYSTEM (AP-MOSCOW); BURELLI KNOWS TOO MANY DISSIDENTS; 

BURELLI DRINKS TOO MUCH; ALSO, BURELLI WAS THE DEAN OF 
THE LATIN DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN MOSCOW, AND IN THE NAME OF 
THE LATINS, PROTESTED VIGOROULSY AGAINST RECENT RENT 
HIKES AFFECTING ALL OR PART OF THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY. 

WHATEVER THE REASON FOR REMOVING BURELLI SO FAST, VENEZUELA 
IS HARDLY ABOUT TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. 

RELATIONS MAY BE STRAINED A BIT, BUT THE GOV IS GOING TO 
HANDLE THIS ONE RATIONALLY, A RECOGNITION OF REALPOLITIK 
IN DEALING WITH A SUPER-POWER. 

VAKY 
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